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Original and Occaſion of all thoſe Communities that 


exceed the Bounds of fingle Families. | 


* 


BUT now no ſuch er Societies can be happy 


and flouriſn, can be ſecure or ſubſiſt without Order; nor 
can there be Order among them without Government, 
unleſs ſome are entruſted with Power to manage their 
common Concerns, and make Regulations for that Pur- 
poſe. A Collection of Men into a national Body, with- 
out this, makes but a huge Mob, where there is nothing 
but Diſunion and Diſcord, Struggle and Conteſt, Up- 
roar and Confuſion, which muſt finally iſſue in the Se- 
paration of the Parts from each other, and the Diſſolu- 
tion of the whole Frame, if not the Deſtruction of all 
the Individuals, | 

AS Society therefore is neceſſary to the 
Mankind, ſo is Government to the Peace, and Welfare 
of Society: And that Government may anſwer its In- 
tention, it's very requiſite that the Power be lodg'd in 
proper Hands ; the Hands of ſuch, I mean, who have 

irtues and Capacities equal to the "Truſt. Power in 


the Hands of a Tyrant, is but a Sword in the Hand of a 


Madman; it is only giving him an opportunity ro hu- 
mour his miſchievous Inclinations : And Power in the 
Hands of a Fool, may at once be abus d ro his own Hurt, 
and. the Prejudice and Ruin of the Community; for 
ſuch a one muſt act at a Venture, for want of Capacity 
to judge what is fit to be done. | 

| YE T ſo are humane Affairs conſtituted, that both 
weak and tyrannical Princes may have a Right to go- 
vern in a Society, though they can have no Right to 
xbyſe that Power which GOD hath given them: And 
he may, in his righteous Providence, uſe ſuch Inſtru- 
ments to puniſh the“ Tranſgreſſions of a Land. Thus did 


he rhrearen Iſrael of old, that he f would give Children to 


be their Princes, and Babes to rule over them: And woe to 
that Land whoſe King is a Child ; that is, ſuch a Perſon, 
whoſe Judgment is not matur d, and who is therefore in- 
capable to think or contrive for the Welfare of his Peo. 
ple, or whoſe Paſſions and Luſts are violent, and blind 
his Mind, or hurry his Thoughts, that he is incapable 
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for the proper Exerciſe of his natural Power. And to the 
ſame Purpoſe doth GOD. ſay by another Prophet, chat 
I he gave that People 4 Ning in his Anger, or as a Token 

of his juſt Diſpleaſure againſt them, to puniſh them for 
their Sins. ——_— * : 
' THOUGH Government, therefore, be neceſſary to 
the Happineſs of Societies, yet all Models of Government 
and all Rulers are nor equally fitted ro this De- 
ſign: But then is a Nation indeed happy when the 
Conſtitution of its Government is adapted to the Genius 
the State, the Situation of the People; and ſuch are 
intruſted with the Adminiſtration, as have virtuous Qua- 
lifications and Capacities equal to their Rank and Charge: 
Nothing in an ordinary way can be lacking to finiſh the 
Felicity of ſuch a People. Ln LO | 

AND this I take to be the Meaning of, the Royal 
Preacher in our Text: Happy art thou, O Land, when 
thy King u the SON of NOBLES. ' Thy King, The 
Perſon or Perſons that have ſupreme Power and Autho- 
rity over thee, I: the SON of NOBLES; chat is, 
either a Perſon of Noble and Illuftrious Birth and De- 
ſcent, Longo ſtemmate Nobilis, or rather a Perſon of No- 
ble Qualities and Endowments ; for Perſons of noble Birth 
have not always Virtues and Capacities equal to their 
Extraction : Or rather ſtill, Men of noble Capacities and 
Qualifications, deriv'd by a kind of Inheritance from their 
Progenirors. Men of high Birth, of noble Extraction, 
and Perſons alſo, who by their peculiar Talents and 
good Qualities, are capable of giving greater Luſtre to 
their Office, than they can borrow from it. 

MEN of low and vulgar Extraction have common- 
ly an Education ſuitable to their Original, and for want 
of Exerciſe and Improvement, muſt have narrow and 
contracted Capacities ; though ſome ſuch have riſen a- 
bove their Condition and Themſelves, and like the Sun 
breaking out of a Cloud, have ſhed a Luſtre far ſurpaſ- 
ſing thoſe of noble Birth and greater Advantages. But 
commonly Men of high Birth and ingenuous Education, 
whoſe Minds are in themſelves large and comprehen- 


five, and have been improv'd by the Converſation and 
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Example of others of like Rank, and by the other Ad- 
vantages Which that Wealth and Stations afford 
chem, are moſt equal to the Task of Government: And 
rrhen they have Virtues as confpicuous as their Rank, 
and as bright as their Capacities are large, then are they 
indeed the Bleſſings of Society, Such are the benign Go- 
vernours thar Peace and Plenty, Security, Pleaſure 
and Happineſs on the People ſubject to them: And this 
1 rake to be the Senſe of the wiſeſt earthly King, in this 
Proverbial Speech. | * JENS 
M Bufinels from the Words will be, 


Firſt, To ſhew, WHAT 4 Complexion of virtuous 
ualities muſt meet in a Prince to entitle bim to this Cha- 
rafter, A SON of NOBLES, 4 Prince of 8 truly 
noble Mind. * | 
Secondly, WHAT Bleſſings accrue to People from 4 
King thus qualify'd. | 
- Thirdly, To point our SOME peculiar Circumſtances 
that may add to the Bleſſings of ſuch a Reign. 
Laſtly, IMPROVE the Whole to the Purpoſe of the 
Day. TS 


Firſt, WE are to ſhew what 4 Complexion of virtuous 
Qualities muſt enter into this noble Character, and malte 6 
King 4 Bleſſing to a Land. 1. 
A Complexion, I ſay, for tis not a ſingle, good Qua- 
liry that will riſe up to this Character: Many muſt meet 
together to render a Man a SON of NOBLES. 
And here, | 
- TRUE Piece ſhould be laid as the Foundation, This 
is in it ſelf the moſt real Nobility: This indeed digni- 
Hes and exalts the Mind, and raiſes it to the true Sublime, 
Saints are by Conſtitution and Complexion too “ the ex- 
cellent ones of the Earth, What can ſpeak a Man great 
and noble, if being t born of GOD, being made Par- 
taker of a divine Nature will not > When any among Hea- 
thens heretofore, were Men of uncommon Virtues and 
valuable Qualities, they preſently. entitled them to an 
heavenly Deſcenr, and found our ſome Deity for their 
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Parent. A divine Extraſtiam every truly pious Soul may 
| vc 09 and his Temper and Conduct manifeſt his 


HE can't bring down his Mind to the higheſt Dig- 
niries, or the largeſt Poſſeſſions on Earth. He ſoars 'a- 
bove the Clouds, above the Stars, and ſtops no where 
mort of * GOD and the + PerfeRtions of Heaven. He is 
enobled by a Friendſhip with his Maker, by a frequent 
and familiar (though it js at the ſame time an awful) 
Converſation with be King of Ring,: Such an one muſt 
at once have the largeſt Views, the nobleſt Deſigns, and 
the moſt extenſive ities. N 
F FOR our Minds ftretch or contract themſelves ac- 
cording to the Objefts to which we have accuſtom'd 
> He who limits his Thoughts to his own narrow 
and inferior Condition, never lets them creep out of 
his Hutt, or ſtretch themſelves beyond his preſent State, 
will by degrees have a_ Mind ſhrunk up within that 
Sphere, and uncapable of farther E ent or Eleva- 
tion: Bur he who allows his Mind its Range, and 
uſes it to the Contemplation of Objects above him, will 
quickly break the enchanted Circle, and find his Views 
to enlarge, and his Capacities to improve, and will 
grow hardy by degrees to aim at the greateſt Things 
within his reach: And thus many times are Men lifted 

from the Duſt and the Dunghil, and ſet with Princes. | 
- BUT how narrow is the Sphere of the moſt exalted 


and ambirious Wordling's Motions and Wiſhes > How 


little and limited is his Mind, all whoſe Expectations lie 
within Time and this World, in compariſon of the tru- 
ly devour and pious Soul? He overlooks the World and 
Time, and reaches at Heaven and Eternity : He purs on 
Robes of Majeſty, with a Mind vaſtly ſuperior ro ſuch - 
thin and fading Glories, and incapable of receiving any 
vement or Elevation from them. Amidſt the Po 
Pleaſures of a Court he withdraws himſelf, and 
cends with humble Ambition to the Throne of GO D, 
and the Celeſtial State: He can aſſume Power and Ma- 
jeſty, when he is call'd to it, out of Obedience to the 
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great LORD of all; but takes it as an Encumbronee 
rather than a Pleaſure: He can undergo it as a glorious 
Task, as a Station of doing eminent Service for 
without being fond of it as a Privilege, or doting on its 
"Charms : And in the Exerciſe of his Power, he nobly 
forgets himſelf, overlooks his own Grandeur, and Plea- 
ſure, and Intereſts, and with the utmoſt Satisfaction 
lays down his Crown and Scepter at the Feet of G OD, 
owns himſelf in his greateſt Glories but an Officer and 
Delegate of the Supreme King, and in his whole Admi- 
niſtration endeavours to approve himſelf ro h Sovereign, 
and his own Conſcience as his Immediate Vicegerent. 
NOW What Grandeur of Mind is it in a Creature 
dignify'd above the reſt of rhe Species, thus to diveſt 
himſelf of the Honours he wears, and render Homage 
in his Robes of State to the Sovereign of the World! 
To drop Regard to himſelf, that he may act in every 
Inſtance as one devored ro GOD! To be glad for his 
own ſake to be eas d of the Burthen and Laws of a 
Crown, and yet be pleaſed ro wear it for the Honour of 
his Maker, and the Welfare and Intereſts of his Fellows 
Creatures! This is true Nobility and Elevation of Soul: 
And without this, the greateſt earthly Monarch cannot 
taſte the true Pleaſures of Royalty; for he doth not 
underſtand nor purſue the true and proper Deſigns of 
this Advancement, and therefore in the Scripture Lan- 
guage, f is like the Beaſts that periſh, inſenſible ro true 
Glory, a Stranger to real Greatneſs, without underſtand- 
ing of the Digniry of his Nature, or of his Station. 
NEXT to Piety, Prudence and Wiſdom belong to 
this Character. Reaſon or Underſtanding is the dirigent 
Faculty of the Mind, g-. And Prudence, which 
is the Reaſon of the Man applied to Practiſe, is as I may 
rerm it the Imperial Virtue. This ſhould be ſeared in 
the Throne to direct our Thoughts and Steps, if we 
would proceed by Rules of Virtue : And the more ex- 
alted our Rank is, and the wider, our Stage of Action, 
the greater Meaſures of Prudence are needful. Bur 
when a Man is lifted up to the higheſt Degree of Autho- 
riry and Honour, when he is ſer at the Head of the 
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Bod) Politic, and in immediate Subjection to none but 
GOD, how vaſt a Degree of Prudence is neceſſary, 
that he may become his Dignity; that he may manage . 
his Power to the Benefit of his People, and the Appro- 
barion of his GO D? $o large is the Extent of his Duty 
and Service, ſo many of his Fellow-Creatures (of the 
ſame natural Excellencies with himſelf, and therefore 
naturally as dear to GO D) are entruſted to his Care: 
So many Foils are to be guarded againſt : So ma- 
ny great and worthy Deſigns are to be laid, and pur- 
Au'd by proper Meaſures : Such a careful Delegation of 
Power is to be made to inferior Officers. In a Word, 
ſo much, and ſuch Important Buſineſs is ro be done, that 
a narrow Mind, à flight and indolent way of thinking, 
can never be ſufficient ro keep up the Honour of Maje- 
ſty, or manage Royal Power to a good Purpoſe. But 
ſtrong Faculties, deep Reflection, quick and ready 
Thought, the utmoſt Attention, and the greateſt Vigi- 
lancy are requiſite, to the faithful and reputable Diſ- 
charge of ſo vnſt a Truſt. Hence it is chat the wiſeſt of 
Kings —— with ſo much Contempt of a fooliſp King, 
though he be render'd venerable by hoary Hairs, an 
from the vaſtneſs of his Power, and the authority of his 
Years, may eſteem himſelf above Advice.“ A wiſe 
Child x better than an old and fooliſh King, that will not be 0 
admoniſhed. None are commonly leſs willing to take 
Advice, than ſuch as moſt need ir. 

INDEED withour a large Meaſure of Prudence, the 
Prince is not likely ro procure much Honour to himſelf, 
nor much Security and Advantage to his People : For 
when f Princes become Fools, they alſo ſeduce the People 3 
and though in the Deſign of their Office they ſhould be 
the Stay of the Tribes, they make them to err in every Mork, 
the drunken Man ſtaggereth in his Vemit. No Man can 
be capable of forming or proſecuting great Deſigns, nor 

| of managing any extenſive and important Truſt, with- 
out equal Capacities. And what Truſt more important or 
wide, than thar of a King? The Elevarion therefore cf 
a fooliſh Perſon to high, ro ſupreme Dignity and Power, 
is but ſetting him in a Light, where he may render his 
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Weakneſs che more conſpicuous, reflect Diſgrace on 
himſelf, and do Miſchief to a Nation, by his Incapaci- 
ties and Errors, whilſt he is diſregarded. by his Subjects, 
neglected by Allies, and deſpis d by his Enemies. 

BUT, tis Auguſt and Noble, for a Prince to have 
large Capacities, with Skill and Dexterity to manage 
his Power well: When his Views are wide and compre- 
henſive, his Schemes are well digeſted and acurate: When 
he has ready Thought upon all Emergencies, and a clear 
Praſpect into Futurity: When he can balance the Intereſts 
of Neighbouring States and Kingdoms, penetrate into 
the Deſigns of Enemies, and fereſee and —— Difficul- 
ties: When he can manage the Intereſts of others to 
ſerve his own Purpeſes, and ſecure. his People, and 
2 their Proſperity. This naturally, commends 

im to the Veneration of his Subjects, and the reſpect of 
Mankind: Every one courts his Alliance, and no one 
cares to provoke him to be an Enemy. And this is in- 
deed a noble Charatter. 

A generous and publick Spirit, is another Requiſite to 


this true Nobility and Greatneſs of Mind. A Prince, that 


is the SON of NOBLES, will not barely look on 
himſelf as the Subject and Officer of the univerſal King, 
and devoted to his Command in the Exerciſe of his Of- 
fice, he will alſo attend to the Ends of his Advancement, 
and bear in Mind that he is the * Miniſter of God, for the 
Good of thoſe that are under him: He will not think him- 
ſelf ſer up on high merely to be gaz d at by thoſe that 
are below him, to feed their Wonder, engage their 
Reverence, and ſtrike their Minds with the Terrour of 
of his Greatneſs and Power; nor advanc'd to flatter h 
Pride and + pamper by Luſts. The Ends of Government 
are to ſecure the publick Peace, and promote the publick 
Welfare. And how needful hereunto is a large and com- 
prehenſive Mind, warm'd throughout with a Zeal for 
a Nation's Proſperity > How vaſt a Love and Benevo- 
lence, for Mankind, ſhould be glowing in a Prince's 
Breaſt? 'Tis his Duty, tis his Honour in many Inſtances to 
neglect himſelf for the ſake of his Subjects: They were 
not made, nor put in Subjection to him, merely to ſubs 
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ferve his Grandeur and Pleaſure, but to be protected in 
their Perſons, and mainrain'd in their Rights ; and this 
Protection ſhould extend to all hi Subjects, who by a 
—_— Behaviour endeavour to deſerve it. Every 

rifice therefore that is form'd for the true Purpoſes of 
Government, will think the trueſt Greatneſs to ariſe 
from his being a Beſſing to Society, by promoting the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of his People. 

HE will indeed keep up the Port of Majeſty, to pro- 
cure the Veneration of ſuch, as muſt be aw'd with exter- 
nal Appearances and Pomp, and by the Execution of Fu- 
ſtice, will ſtrike Terrour into the vicious Part of Man- 
kind, that can't by gentler Methods be won to their 
Duty; but had much rather eſtabliſh his Authority, by 
the gentle Operations of Love, than the Impreſſions of 
Terrour: He will take care to make it evident, that the 
Intereſts of his Subjects are by him thought inſeparable 
from his own, and their Security and Profperiry even 
preferable ro his own Grandeur and Stare : Nor will he 
therefore waſte away his Time in inglorious Eaſe and 
Pleaſure, and mock Mankind by titular Greatneſs, and 
the fading Show of a Dream; but will ſer himſelf to 
ſecure, and promote the Intereſts of his People, that 
they may feel themſelves bleſt by his Adminiſtration, and 
confeſs him truly Great, by reaſon of the great Advanta- 
ges they reap from his Government. 

SU CH a Temper and Conduct diſcover true Great- 
neſs of Mind. Such Views and Deſigns open a large 
Scene for the moſt noble Activity. The Heart that 
ſtretches it ſelf to this Compaſs, is ambitious of real Ho- 
nour. Such a Prince endears himſelf to his Subjes, and 
recommends himſelf ro the World : He truly merits the 
amiable and eminent Character of the Roman Emperor 
Titus, - Is decus & delicie geners humani ; The Orna- 
ment and Delighr of Mankind. He puts an Honour e 
on Majeſty, brightens humane Nature, and raiſes the 
Admiration, and attracts the Love of the whole Species. 
In a Word, Such a Prince is * as the Light of the Morning 
when the Sun riſeth; a Morning without Clouds, as the ten- 
der Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth, by clear ſhining after 
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Rain: + He comes down like Rain on the mow'n Graſs, 4s 
Showers that water the Earth, Men ſhall be bleſſed in him, 
and ſhall call him bleſſed. Beſides, Ne 

TUSTICE and Integrity muſt be added towards 
compleating tba Character. Without theſe a Prince Gan'r 
be properly ſtiled a SON of NOBLES: He muſt 
have a ſtrict Regard to Truth and Juſtice, and look up- 
on Laws and Promiſes, eſpecially when theſe are rati- 
fied with Oaths, as ſacred Ihings. He muſt by no Temp- 
ration become falſe to his Word, or break in upon the 
Rights of the meaneſt Subject. He muſt himſelf abſtain 
from doing Wrong. + He who rules over Men muſt be juſt, 
ruling in the Fear of the LORD. And he muſt alſo rake 
Care, 2 be dully and impartially adminiſtred 
among his Subjects, that they may not be abetted or 
countenanced in doing Wrong to one another. For it 
is by 47 Righteouſneſs that the Throne muſt be eſtabliſhed. 
And therefore ſhould it be an Abomination to Kings to be 
wicked, nor ſhould they transgreſs in Fudgment, but Rig h- 
teous Lips ſhould be their Delight, 

AND how much ſuch a Conduct is for the Honour 
of a King, and ſpeaks true Nobility and Greatneſs of 
Mind, is evident, from the Reſemblance ſuch a Ruler 
bears to the Prince of Peace. Tis ſpoken frequently in 
Commendation of our Redeemer's Government, that he 
ſhould adminiſter it with Truth and Juſtice. * In Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be judge the Poor, and reprove with Equity for 
the Meek of the Earth. Righteouſneſs ſhall be the Girdle of 
by Loins, and Faithfulneſs the Girdle of hu Reins, ** He 
ſhall ride proſpercuſly becauſe of Truth and Righteouſneſs. 
The Scepter of hu Kingdom à right Scepter. And there. 
fore David in that Pſalm, where he recommends his Son 
Solomon to the divine Blefling, and foretells the future 
Glories of one greater than Solomon, prays that GOD 
would f give hu Judgment to the King, and hu Righteouſ- 
neſs to the King's Son, that he might judge the People with 
Rightecuſneſs and the Poor with Fudgment, 
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AND doth it not in ir ſelf the Proof of a 
Noble Mind, to be inflexibly juſt in the Midſt of Tem 
tations to abuſe Power, or to oppreſs and hurt the We 
vrho are nor able to preſerve themſelves from Violence, 
nor to avenge the N To exert no Power but what 
is founded on Law and Rzght, and to ſtretch and torture 
no Laws to give Countenance to any Hurtful Power To 
interpoſe with Authority when more Powerful Subjects 
would oppreſs or injure others, and ſave them who are 
not able to preſerve themſelves > To maintain Truth ro 
Inferiors, that have ir not in their Power to avenge Falſe. 
hood, and regard with religious Veneration the Oath of 
GO D ? Dorh nor this ſpeak Steddineſs of Mind, built 
upon the nobleſt Principles? . 
- SURELY, when Ambition and the Luſt of Power 
within, when Paraſites and Flatterers( from whom 
— - are free) puſh Princes from without, on 
breaking their Words, and _—_— rr their 
unguarded Subjects; to ſtand the Shock of this Temp- 
tation, to maintain inviolable Regard to Truth and ſu- 
ſtice, and abhor the leaſt Bent of Mind towards Falſehood 
and Wrong, ſhews a noble Firmneſs of Soul, that muſt 
procure them Veneration, awaken Reſpect and Reve- 
rence in the iſe, and ſtrike the Weak with Admiration 
and Surprize. | | 
Finally, COURAGE or Fortitude, muſt alſo enter 
into the Conſtitution of a Prince, to entitle him to this 
Character. He muſt be able to face Dangers, and move 
on through Difficulties, with a ſerene Look and an intrepid 
Heart. He muſt be able to hear the Menaces of proud 
and powerful Enemies, and ca/mly defy them. He muſt up- 
on juſt Occaſion be ready to expoſe his Perſon, and * 
t by Life in Feopardy in the High Places of the Field, that 
e may repel the Force of invading Enemies, or aſſiſt op- 
preſſed Neighbours, and yer muſt ſtint his own Ambi- 
tion, govern the Martial Order of his Mind, and ſhew a 
generous and render Regard ro the Treaſure, and Bloud, 
and Lives of his Subjects. He muſt fight without Cruelty, 
and conquer without Inſolence, and bear a Defeat even 
in a juſt and honourable Deſign, without ingloriouſly ſmkjng 


* Judg. v. 18. 
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under the ator He muſt be able to purſu8 
the Maxims rudence and ran and rrue Honour, 
in his Adminiſtration, with a Calm Pity and Contempt 
of the Reproaches of the Fooliſh, And finally, to ſhew juſt 
Reſentment when he is inſulted, without purſuing his 
Reſentment into Mean and Pitiful Revenges, on them 
that quietly ſtoop and ſubmit themſelves. 

AS humane Nature is ar preſent fram'd and remper'd, 
how neceſſary is this Virtue ro ſupport the Honour of 
Majeſty, and e 4 Throne? How neceſſary to guard a- 
gainſt rhe Power of Foreign Enemies, to ſuppreſs the 
murinous'Inſolence of Rebellious Subjects, to ſuſtain the 
Burthen of Empire, and carry a Man through all the per- 
plexing Cares that ſwarm about a Crown ? Or who that 
atrends to the Weight and weariſom Encumbrance of Go- 
vernment, and the many and comprehenſive Duties of a 
King, would nor ſteal away from his Throne, if he had 
not this Firmneſs of Soul to face Danger and endure Fa- 
Ligue ? | 
BUI is not ſuch a Firmneſs and Stability of Mind, 
a ſure Proof of a truly noble and great Spiritꝰ Is nor this 
proper Magnanimity? To bear Weights without ſinking, 
to climb over Difficulties without fainting, to face Dan- 
gers, mortal Dangers, without Diſmay; to hear the Me- 
naces of Haughty and Powerful Enemies, without ſhrin- 
ing, to fir calm amidſt e Noiſe of the Seas, the Noiſe of 
their Waves and the Tamults of the People; ro war withorr 
Rage and Thirſt for Blood, and conquer without Haugt , 
tineſs and Vaniry ; to puniſh without Revenge, and ſpare 
upon humble Submiflions, when offending Subjects de- 
{erve ro be made a Sacrifice! How great doth this ſpeak 
the Man, and indeed like God ! How auguſt and elevated 
is ſuch a Character 

I might add Liberality and Humanity to the other Parts 
of the Character. A Temper of Mind that takes Pleaſure 
in Benefactions, delights in ſhedding abroad its Favours 
on the Deſerving without Waſte and Profuſion, and in 
Diffuſing far and near its refreſhing Beams and Influen- 
ces. That knows how to keep up the State and Gran- 
deur of Majeſty, without Pride and Elation; ſupports 
the Magiſtrate without forgetting the Man, and makes 


him look great in his Office, without ſoaring above the 
Rank 
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Rank of his own. Species, or conceiting himſelf a Being 
as much above the Reſt of Men in his Nature, as he is in 


his Snation. Bur I ſhall launch too far. | 
Secondly, WE are to conſider, what Ble 


ſJuangs accrue 
t0 4 People, from 4 King thus qualified, - And here a wide 
Scene is open d indeed. The Time allotted for this Ex- 
erciſe, will hardly allow us to digeſt theſe Bleſſings un- 
der proper Heads, much leſs particularly to enumerate 
them, we muſt therefore content our ſelves with brief 
Hints, at ſome of the Principal. And here, | 


RELIGION. and Virtue will be encouraged: 


opprets the vir- 
Subjects, for 


+ Vile Perſons wil, cherefore, be contemn'd in hu Eyes , 
whilſt he favours and honours them that fear the LORD. | 
He will be a Tertor to evil Doers, and a Praiſe them that 
do well. Such ſhall have his Countenance, his Com- 
mendarions, and all due Encouragement. And is nor 
this likely ro recommend Virrue and Religion, and to 
ſpread them through his Dominions? And do not Reli- 
gion and * Righteouſneſs exalt a Nation Do they. not 
procure the Divine Protection and Bleſſing? ++ Oh that 
my People had hearkened to me, and Iſrael had walked in my 
Mays! I ſhould ſoo have ſubdu d their Enemies, and tur- 
ned my Hand againſt their Adverſaries, but their Time ſhould 
have endured for ever, He ſhould have fed them alſo with 
the fineſt of the, Wheat, and with Honey out of the Rock. 
ſhould I have ſatuſied thee. Again, 


mon Vote of 


* Pſal. c1.8. + Pſal. xv. 4. 
T Rom. XIII. 3. Prov. Ig, 3. 4 
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JUSTICE under ſuch a Prince will be impartially 
and duly adminiſter d. If his Dominions are roo large for 
himſelf ro take Cogniſance of all Cauſes, and judge in 
them, He will rake Care to commit this Power to up- 
right Delegares, f ſuch as ſhall hear Cauſes between Bre- 
thren, judge righteouſly between every Man and hu Brother, 
and the Stranger that s with him, without reſpecting Perſons 
in Fudgment, that will hear the Small as well a the Great, 

and not be afraid of the Face of Men, as knowing Jud 

to be GO Di. As Moſes did when the Cumbrance of the 
People of Iſrael was too great for his own Shoulders. 
He will alſo remove ſuch from Sears of Judgment, 
who juſtifie the Wicked for Reward, and turn away the Righ- 
zeonſneſs of the Righteous from him. For as ſuch a Prince 
renderly loves his Subjects, he will nor oppreſs them 
himſelf nor bear ro ſèe them injur'd and abus d by o- 
thers, and will therefore take the proper Meaſures to 
prevent it. 8 
AND is it not an unſpeakable Bleſſing, to have our 
Perſons protected from all Outrage and Harm, our Poſ- 
ſeſſions and Enjoyments from Injury and Violence? Go- 
vernment in the Hands of ſuch a Ruler, anſwers its true 
and original Intention. Beſides, 

PEACE and good Order will gf os. now hu ſuch a 
Prince. The ſeveral Members of the Body will be plac'd 
in their proper Rank, Tumult will be ſuppreſs'd, Tran- 
quility will be maintain'd, and Care taken, that no Di- 
ſturbance be given to peaceable Subjects, whilſt they at- 
tend their proper Buſineſs, — 2 their own Deſigns 
for the Advantage of the „or ſuch as may be tor 
their own Advantage, without . at the ſame Time 
inconſiſtent with the publick Welfare. 

O F how much Advantage this is to a Nation is evi- 
dent, from its being enjoin d as our Duty, to + pray for 
Kings and thoſe in Authority, that under them we may lead 
1 and quiet Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

is promiſed as a great, a diſtinguiſhing Mercy to the 
Jews, that I they ſhould dwell in a peaceable and quiet Habi- 


—C co 


{+ Deut. 1. 16, 17, 12. Ila. v. 23. 
He: SO T Eſai. xxx11. 18, 


tation, 
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batien, and that their Eyes ſhould ſalem 4 5 
is the Srability of 


bitation . Indeed Peace — ir ſelf 

any Community, as pood Order is 

ment of it. The Tumults and 

— —— rr — — | 

ſhould prevent it ꝰ How ſhould 2 gr ar 00 

2 2 — — — 
can a Nin ainſt it ſelf ſtand? Bur 

a wiſe — Prins Things in Order, and 

ire and ſono Ce gu eace through rhe Body, rhe 


and Orna- 


the 
—— 


Loins and ſolnts Cloſe again, the warring Elements ceaſe 
their Hoſtiliry, and mixt without farther Diſ- 
cord, and a generah Harmony and Calm ſerties through- 
our the whole Frame. 
GOOD Laws will alſo be provided and executed by fuch 
4 Prince. Whether the Power of Lell be in a fin- 
le Perſon of a Community, this will be the 
Conſequence, where thoſe entruſted with the Power of 
ent putting them in Execution are qualified 
as we have ſaid. Such Rulers will be concern d for the 
Welfare of their Subjects, and this Concern will 
them upon frequent A what may be 
done for a Intereſt and Advantage. 5 as humane 
Affairs are liable to * Vicifzude and Alrerarion, 
many Occafions will offer to alter Laws, to vacate old 
ones and form new. And it will be the Care of Neble 
Rulers ro make ſuch Alrerations. And as Laws, unleſs 
there be a due Care taken to ſee them executed, are 
but a dead Letter, without Life or Force, and can there- 
fore confer nothing to the real Security, Benefir or 
| —_— of Society, ſuch Rulers will be as much concern d 
ro put good Laws in Execution. Tis this that muſt 
Support the Pillars of a diſſolving Community. Thus m 
the tf Kingdom be ordered, and thus muſt it be eſtabliſhed with 
Fuſtice and Fudgment. 
AND is it not a ſignal Blefling to any Nation, wo 
have good Laws made, ſuch as are manifeſtly for its In- 
| vere and Advantage, and to have theſe pur in er 
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tion? What 4 ron d Mob were a national Collection 
of People without Laws? And tis almoſt as bad, to live 


under fooliſh and miſchie vous Laws, or where good ones 


are never animated with due Execurions, as to be with- 
out Laws at all. But Wiſdom to invent good Laws, In- 
clination and Power to enact them, and Care to ſee them 
duly executed when they are enacted, maintain the 
Peace, preſerve the Texture, tie faſt che Bonds, keep up 
the Reputation, and tend moſt directly to the Welfare and 
N of any Body Politic. 


| E A, under ſuch a Noble Prince, the Public Intereſt 
will be regarded and promoted. He will take Pleaſure in 
contriving. how ro benefit and bleſs. choſe of his Fellow- 
Creatures, whom the ſupreme Ruler has entruſted x0 | 

Caze, and nor merely ſubjected to his Pride and Luft. 

will own himſelf under Obligations to Hm, co ſtudy 
and promote their Welfare. And from the Hunhajry of 
his Temper, the Greatneſs of his Mind, and the pecu- 
Iiar Tenderneſs he hath for his own. Subjects, he will look 
. their Happineſs as his own : He will find hu higheſt 
Pleaſure and Delight, in their Safety and Proſperity, to 
ſettle his Empire over their Hearts; to command a wil- 
Ling People by the gentle but prevailing Efficacy of 
Love and Benignity, will yield him much more taſteful 
Satisfaction, than to be abſolute Lord of their Lives and 
Eſtates, and have an uncontrollable Power to ſeize their 
Property, ſuck, their Blood, and murther and deſtroy them 
at Pleaſure. A Noble Mind would ſtart back with Hor- 
ror at ſuch a Proſpect. His Bloud would chill, and his 
Nature recoil at the Thought: And a wiſe Prince, who 
well underſtands the preſent Weakneſs of humane Vir- 
tue, would be diffident of himſelf, and afraid to be in- 
truſted with ſuch unlimited Power, | 

BUI is it not evident, that ſuch. a Conduct muſt be 
much for the Welfare and Benefit of any People? Will 
not their beſt Intereſts be 9 under ſuch a Prince, 
A Prince ſo concern d for their Happineſs, and ſo capable 
of promoting it? Muſt not Trade flouriſh, Commerce be 
maintain'd and enlarg'd, the * of a People riſe, 
and their Mealth increaſe? In ſhorr, under ſuch an Ad- 


miniſtration, in an ordinary Way a Nation muſt be _ 
| 4 pe- 
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of Store, nor wilt a EA e 
' Streets, f For be will feed them actor 2 
2 —.— K guide them Ne 57945 irs Hands. 
ere ſeems * ind to fin e 
— 2 but to be ſecur d fro From Wege Pens 
ere 
Finally, SUCH a King will be choir Guard and Pros 
 teflor from foreign Enemies, He will ftand between them 
and Danger, 2 will oppoſe all Attem at of Enemies 
inſt them. He will protect thoſe of his Subjerhy, %s 

Fix le is able, that are abroad In foreign Lands, that 

they may nor be {s'd where they are © reavelling or 
carrying on their Trafic. He will look" round his'own 
Coaſts, that no foreign Force may by Surprize break in 
upon his People at home. And if any hoſtile I 
ſhould be made, will endeavour ro repel it. Eſpeci 
will he with the nobleſt Firmneſs and Order oppoſe the 
Force of tyrannical Princes, that ſcorn all Reſtraints of 
Law, of Juſtice, or Religion, and reckon all the Reſt of 
Mankind made only to be ravag d,impoveriſh'd and ruin d, 
to be butcher d and deſtroy d ar their Pleaſure, or when 
ever they think fir in this "Methol to grarifie their fa» 
vage Temper, or humour their lawleſs Ambition. When 
ſuch Tyranty are near Neighbours, what an unſpeakable 
Bleſſing is it, to have a wiſe and warlike Prince on the 
Throne, that can baffle their Malice, oppoſe their Pow- 
er, rebuke their Pride and Inſolence, and protect and 
roms his People from their Violence? Then may 
"they fit under their Vine and Figtree, and none will male 
hen afraid. Such Princes are ++ Shepherds, that feed the 
Flock, that they ſhall be no more afraid, nor ' ſhall any be 
lacking. t There will be no breakings in under their Ad- 
miniſtration by foreign Invaſioris, S oings out into 9 Op 
riviry, - ** The Enemy ſhall not exatt upon chem, 

Son of Wickganeſs Mitt them. PIR +# Mountain (fo 
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Princes are y ſtil d in Scripture) ſhall bring 
Peace to them, ſhall judge the Poor of the N ſave 
. the Children of the Needy, and break, in Pieces the Oppreſſor. 


_ .. Thirdly, TO reflect a little on ſome Circumſtances, that 

may add to the Bleſſings of ſuch a Prince's Reign.' At all 

Times and under all Circumſtances; ſuch a King s 4 

| Bleſſing to 4 Land, bur at ſome Seaſous, and under ſome 

— Circumſtances is more Peculiarly fo, As for 
ce, 


IF He ſucceeds a Prince of contrary Qualities. One that 
was either weak or wicked, that had not Skill or Under- 
ſtanding to know what was for the Intereſt of his Peo- 
le, or wanted Reſolution to execute his good Purpoſes 
and Projects. That was the Property of Paraſites and 
Flatterers, and would fleece or worry his People to glut 
or humour his Favourites, That was a Slave to his Luſts, 
and ſo intent on his Pleaſures, as utterly to neglect the 
Peace, Intereſt and Proſperity of his People; or, finally, #| 
that was of an haughty and domineering, a fierce and 
bloody Temper. That would claim a Power as abſolute 
and uncontrollable as 'GOD's, and uſe it with the ve 
Spirit and murthering Malignity of the Devil. To 
-from under the Government of ſuch a Prince, to that af 
the Noble Mind before deſcrib'd, from under a Saul ro 
that of a David, from under a Domitian to be under a 
Nerva or Trajan, from under a Diocleſian or Maximin to 
come under a Conſtantine, from under a Mary to come 
under an Elizabeth, what a Change is it > 'Tis like E- , 
_ merging out of the moſt frightful Darkneſs into the moſt 
- amiable Day. Lis like Exchanging naked Rocks, bur- 
ning Sands and the inhoſpitable Deſerr, for a Land flow- 
ing with Milk, and Honey. 
IT adds alſo to the Bleſſing, if ſuch a Prince be ſer 
over a People befides their Hopes and Expettations. When 
they are ſurpriz d into the Mercy, —4 had no Proſpect 


of ſuch a Bleſſing; or what is worſe, had their Eyes up- 
on it, but deſpair d of poſſeſſing it. When many among 
themſelves, blind to the true Intereſts of their — 
were acting in Concert with formidable foreign Powers, 


0 


; 0 | 
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| "00000099 his Reign, and extinguiſh their Hopes: Favou- 

* rable Incidents ſeem d to promiſe. Succeſs to their vile 

Deſigus, and nothing but the immediate Hand of GOD 
N fruſtrare or deſert them. In ſuch a uncture to have 
ſuch 4 Prince ſet upon the Throne, the Meaſures of fo- 
reign and domeſtic Enemies diſconcerted and broken, 1 
their Schemes blown away, and all our own Fears diſ- 

d in the deſponding Minute, muſt needs ſer off rhe 

avour with peculiar Advantage. The ſeaſonable Jun- 
cture in which 4 18 Bleſſing is unexpectedly 
beſtow'd, wakens T rt in a diſpirited renn, 
are loſt in the grateful on, * and ſeem like thoſe 
that dream. No wonder if their Mouths are filled with 
8 and their Tongues with ſinging. Eſpecially 


-W | | 
— a 2 is brought to * to the * b 

i Diſappointment 4 Reval Claimant of a contrary Spirit 
Temper. A Bigot to a different Religion, train d up in 
the Principles and Methods of the moſt arbitrary 52 
rannical/ Rule, and ra to believe, that he has abſo- 
" lute Power over his Subjects to uſe them as he pleaſes; 

and is beſides of an haughry and revengeful Tem 

himſelf, or the Property of thoſe that are. And that alſc 
when Meaſures are concerted ro ſupport his Claims, and 
Confederacies form'd by pow Princes abroad, and 
conſiderable Bodies of Blind Zealots in the Heart of 4 
Countrey, that are deluded either by falſe Principles of 
Loyalty, or imaginary Schemes of A Yeung, to enſlave 
themſelves, and tranſmit the Bondage to their innocent 
k Pofteriry, and perhaps involve the Neighbouring World 
in the Common Ruin, Oh what an Accent doth it give 
to the Bleſſing, when in Spite of all this, a Prince of No- 
ble Qualities and Diſpoſitions, of ſublime Capacities and En- 
dowments, is unexpectedly ſeared on rhe e And 
yer the Bleſſing may be made far more reliſhing till, 
SUCH a Prince comes ably into the Throne, 
Whilſt the Land over which he rules, is free from the 
Terrors and the Ravages of War. To have the Schemes 8 
of Enemies blaſted, their Meaſures diſconcerted, and 
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the blind Men who were active in bringingMiſchief and 
Miſery on themſelves and their "Fellow- Citizens, happily 
diſappointed, all foreign Invaſions and domeſtic Inſtr - 
ions prevented, and every thing huſh'd into perfect 
Tranquility, when a SON OF NOBLES aſcends 
the Thrane, the Kindnefsof watchful Providence, 
and very much *heighrens rhe 'Bleflings of his Reign. 
Such a Prince is worth venturich one's Life for, if his 
Title can't be affected and maintain'd at a cheaper Rate, 
chat under him Religion, Property and Liberty may be 
tranſmitted ſafe ro future Generations. But yer, who 
can think of ſeeing his dear Country drench'd with its 
own Blood, and Members of the ſame Community em- 
ploy'd in butchering one another, or expos d together to 
the Sword of a fierce invading Enemy, without Horror ? 
The Thought to one who hath the leaſt Remains of Hu- 
manity is all pate and ſickly, and ſtrikes a Damp to the 
Heart. Bur to fee a noble Prince mount the Throne, 
with the Heavens all clear and the Winds all huſh'd, 
whilſt open Enemies are blaſted in their Deſigns by a 
Frown of Providence, and the Rage of Wretches, who. 
 ſeem'd prepar d for the Confuſion and Ruin of their 
.Countrey, dies away in harmlefs Marmurs, what Joy 
doth ir ſpring in the Hearr of every true Lover of his 
Country 2 How can any pious and devour'Soul forbear 
in ſuch a Caſe to bleſs himſelf, and breath forth the Rap- 
tures of by Heart in Thankſgivings ro GOD? þ 
YET may the Bleſſing be more important ftill by 
being permanent and laſting, When there is a fair Pro- 
NH 2 of its being deriv'd upon Poſterity, by Deſcen- 
dants of the like Noble Qualities with the reigning Prince. 
Men commonly carry their Views beyond rheir own 
Time of Continuance in the World, and affect to ſur- 
vive themſelves in their Offffring. The wiſe Author of 
Nature has implanted a Tenderneſs in the Breaſts of Pa- 
rents for their. Children, that the Race may be continued 
to future Times, and as * one Generation paſſeth away, 
another may come; and Mankind may not be merely res 
,xnius ætatu, dependent as it were on one Life only. And 
this natural Affection is commonly ſo vehement, as to 
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top their Love for themſelves. So R Parent, 
who is without Concern for the Welfare of Poſterity, . 
leoks monſtrous and unnarural. The ed or feared | 
Miſery of his Iffue, | touches every true and render Pa- 
rent to the quick, and preys upon his own Pleaſures 
$ and preſent Joys. But to be happy and ſecure himſelf, + 

and to have a reaſonable Proſpect; that this Felicity will 

deſcend upon rhoſe, chat are che dearer half of himſelf, 3 
doubles his preſent Satisfactions. He has not his preſetit | 
Stock alone ro feed his Pleaſure, hut poſſeſſes by a very 
reſiſting Anticipation, thoſe Comforts and Joys that are 
to bleſs his Poſterizy hereaſter. So that for a Noble Prince 
to have Children like himſelf, a numerous Poſterity to | 
ſway, the Sceprer after him, endued with the fame Ca- . 
pacities, and enur d to, the Practice of the ſame Vir- 5 
tues, which ſhine forth in him with ſo recommending a - 
2 Luftre, muſt, improve the Felicity of his Government, ; 
and heighren his Peoples Satyfatim under jt. 3 an 

AND yet there is one Circumſtance, that may carry 

the Happineſs of a People under ſacha Prince hipher Riff 

viz. when he is not only 4 Bleſſing #0 bu own People, hut 

to the World, or the Nations round about. When he hath 
Power and Inclination to relieve the Diſtreſs d, ro-right 
thoſe that are Injur d, and vindicate the Oppreſs d. 

When he hath the Ballance in his Hands, and can be 

an Arbiter of the Fate of his Neighbours, Oy 
j when he is the Support of Religion and the Cauſe of G | 

It is {audable in a Man, tis decent in a Chriſtian, to be 

warm'd with Zeal for the Peace, Welfare and Happi- 

neſs of his-own Country, * They 2 proſper that love 

Jeruſalem. Bur as every Man is a Citizen of the World, | | 
and ſhould have a generous Concern for the Welfare of | 
the whole Species warm in his Breaſt, tis unbecoming in p 
him, to limit his Views and Wiſhes to his own diftin- | 
guiſhed Community. The truly generous and noble Soul 
envies not the Felicities of his Fellow-Men. And though | 
when they come in Competition, the Intereſts of his [0 
. own Country ſhould be prefer'd by him to thoſe of . 
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any other People, yer would it rejoyce him, to ſee the | 
{ * Pſal. cxxii. 6. = 
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Body of Mankind (excepting in the Caſe ſuppos'd) 
bleſs'd with the ſame Peace, - enrich'd with the ſame 
Privileges and Poſſeſſions as his own People enjoy. Tis 
therefore an agreeable, a delightful Thought, ro ſuch a 
Mind, that he firs under the of a Prince, that 
will ſpread Peace and Happineſs beyond the Bownds of 
his own Dominions: To ſee him protect the Weak, ſu 

e the Sinking, ſuccour the Oppreſſed, check rhe Inſo- 
lence of Tyrants, and reſtrain the lawleſs Violence of 
Oppreſlors ; eſpecially to ſee him favour rhe Cauſe of 
G 6 D, ſuccour gaſping Religion, and maintain Truth 
againſt ſuch, as by ſtrong Hand would bear it down, 
and propagate Error and Irreligion on the Point of the 
Sor gives un le Satisfaction to the Pious, to 
the friendly Mind, and excites in it the moſt grateful 
Senſations: Such a Prince is a Blefling to Mankind, 
reflects Honour on his Kingdom, and makes it 4 Praiſe 
as far as the Fame of his Goodneſs can be diffus dc. 
AND now in the laſt Place, us time to bring this 
Matter home. to our ſelves: For if I miſtake nor, we 
are mer on this Occaſion, to 1eader Thanks ro G OD, 
for the Acceſſion, the peaceable Acceſſion of a truly Neble 
Prince ro the Britiſh Throne. GOD forbid that I 
ſhould flatter the greateſt of the Sons of Men; I fear 
what the wiſe Eliſha ſaith, * leaſt in ſo doing, GOD 
ſhould ſoon take me away. There is little Danger, that 
what is utter d within theſe Walls, ſhould be reſounded 
in the Ears of our Sovereign. Tho' if it were, it might 
not be amiſs to recite his paſt Praiſes, that his Heart 
may be warm d afreſh with a noble Emulation, even to 
outdo himſelf. But as we are met together to give Thanks 
to GOD for unmerited, for unexpected Favours, tis 
very pertinent to take a full Survey of our preſent Bleſ- 
ſings, to ſtir up a due Degree of Gratitude to him in 
our Hearts. 

LET me ſay ir then, to the Praiſe of GOD, and 
not to flatter any mortal Man, that Providence has now 
ſer a King over us, whois the SON of NOBLES: 
He is the Offspring of a noble Family, that for many 
Generations have enjoy d ſovereign Rule in a Neigh- 
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bouring Land, and have ſuſtain'd their Digniry with 
Reputation: He becomes related to our Crown by that 
truly Noble, becauſe virtuous and religious Princeſs, the 
Lady Elixabenb, Daughter to our King James I. and 
Wife ro Frederick, Elector Palatine, and by Election 
King of Bohemia: A Perſon of the moſt Illuſtrious Cha- 
racter for Learning, Religion, and the nobleſt Quali- 
ties of Mind of almoſt any of her Sex, in an Age that 
abounded in Iluſtrious "Women. ' Theſe Qualities ſhe 
took care to tranſmit ro her own: Daughter, the renow- 
ned Princeſs 1 Mother to our preſent King; who 
alſo educated her Son in the fame virruous Principles, 
and took care to warm his Heart with rhe ſame Bene- 
yolence to Mankind, and Love to hi Suljetts, which ſhe 

felt predominant in her own Heart. Ene 
AND how glorious a Character hath he rais d to 
himſelf, upon theſe Foundations throughout Europe 2. 
How much has he been celebrated for the Oeconomy 
and ſingular Order of his Court, the Impartial Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice in all his former Dominion, and the 
3 and Clemency with which he hath treated all 
is dutiful Suljecta, though of different Sentiments in re- 
ligious Matters one among another, and ſome of them 
from himſelf? What a generous Concern has he ever 
expreſs d for the Liberties of the German Nation, of 
which he is ſo conſiderable a Member, and indeed of 
* Europe What a tender Regard he hath for the Religi- 
on, Rights and Intereſts of all his Britiſh Subjects, his 
gracious Declaration ſpeaks aloud. His Enemies con- 
feſs him to be a wiſe and wary Prince. And how much 
hath his Conduct in the late critical JIuncture in Britain, 
in Europe, juſtify d their Opinion? The Immortal Me- 
morial he order d heretofore to be given ii to his Pre- 
deceſſor, when ſhe began to warp from the Intereſts of 
. her Allies, 'and her People ; the Meaſures he hath 
taken hitherto in his own Adminiſtration, are ſhining 
Evidences of his Skill in the Interefts of Britain and of 
1 Europe. He is an bearty Proteſtans, and hath on all Oc- 
caſions ſhown a becoming Zeal for the Security and 
Enlargement of the Reformation : Such a Prince 
hath GOD in his good Providence at this time ſer o- 
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AND are there not ſome Circumſtances in his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, that very much heighten the 
Kindnefs of Providence, and recommend his Reign > The 
15 2 of his immediate map I ſhall D 

als ovet in reſpettſul ſilrner. Twas in ſome reſpects 
her Misforrane eben ious and natur d: 
For if] and artful Men had found out ber Hiad ſide, and 
by a pretended Zeal for rhe Church and their Country, 
had infinuared into her good Opinion, and thereby led 
her off from her firſt, her noble, and for ſome time fix- 
ed Purpoſes to ſettle Europe's Peace on Stable Founda- 
tions, and eſtablifſi the Proſperity of her People. Princes 
of great Goodneſs and Love to their Subjects, may the 
more eaſily be led away when this String is touched, 
and artful and moving. Repreſentations are made of the 
prefent Miſery of their People, and their incregſing 

Mrigbt. And the wiſeſt Rulers are not always aware 
of the Artifices of thofe, who with fair and plaufible | 
Pretences of Love to the. Public, are only colouring over 
their own. ſelñſh Deſigns, and ſacrificing their Sovereign's 
Honour, and the 3 of their Country, to their Luſts, 
Ambition, or Intereſts. But ler her unwilling Miſcar- 
rages (ſuch we will charitably ſuppoſe them to have 
been) be buried with her: So generous a Mind, as that of 
our preſent Sovereign, cannot deſire to come recommend- 
ed to our Eſteem and Hearts, by the Errors of his Prede- 
ceffor Tis much more noble to ſhine forth with 4 real 

orthineſs of our own, than to have a comparative Luſtre 
only frem the Shade of another Character. 

BUT. 1 am ſure, it adds to our Happineſs, that we 
ave our i preſent Sovereign, rather than his Competitor. 
A Prince, (if it be allowable to give him thar Title) 
brought up in a Religion ſo directly oppoſite ro ours, ac- 
cuſtomed ro Maxims of Government the moſt abſolute 
and arbitrary, and ſpirited with Revenge for the Inju- 
-1es done to himſelf and his pretended Father, by the 
Britiſh Natien. What could the Madmen amongſt us 
expect, that are fond of fuch a Ruler > What ſhould 
make them advance the Doctrines of an unalienable Right 
n the next of Kin to the Crown, with ſo much Aſſu- 
rance, and with ſuch barefac'd Contradiction to their 
Premiſes and voluntary Oaths > Had they their own — 

tere 


— 


- 


14: Thankſotvmg-Sermau. 27 
rereſt in view But, what could have expected 
from ſuck a King, when femled * but only 
to have rhe cruel Pleaſure of perſecutiug and deſtroying, 
firſt their innocent Bretheren; and then in their Turn to 
fall unpiried, and become themſelves a Sacrifice to che 
ſame lawleſs Power > Were they mov'd to it by ſacred 
Principles of Conſcience > How then could any of em ab- 
jure the Man, whom according to their Principles, chey 
muſt acknowledge Sovereign of Britain by Divine Right? 
Is it conſiſtent with the Principles of their Religion, 
of any Religion to do ſo great, ſo heinous an Evil, as to 
perjure themſelves, that Good may come of it 2 «Or, R 
can any of them ſubmir and ſwear Allegianee'to a Prince, 
ſo remote from all Right ro the Crown, as our preſegt 
gracious Sovereign, according to their Vain, though Tdb- 
I d Scheme ? 1s it that they may diſturb his Reigfl, em- 
baraſs his Affairs, and prevent the Happineſs of Brent 
under his Admiaiftration ; or is it to promote and ſerve 
their own Tntereſts > Theſe are worthy Principles of 
Conſcience indeed, to be openly avow'd and own'd! 
Bur we would not inſult over them. Tis our hearty 
Prayer that their Eyes may be opened, cy don 
true Intereſt, and that they may heartily ſubnitt to the 
preſent Settlement, and enjoy the Bleſſings of it an in 
the * Peace and Welfare of Britain may ſechand find their 
own : Bur if they will go on to murmur at Providence, 
and deſpiſe their own Bleſſings, they muſt be to them 
ſelves. Sure I am, tis an unſpeakable Mercyſto Us, to 
Them, to the Proteſtant Intereſt, ro Europe, that their 

ions have fail'd them; chat their Project for 
their own Ruin, and the Bondage of Eurepe has been 
ſo ſeaſonably defeated: And that we have a Prince; the 
SON of NOBLES, and an hearty Protector of 
our Laws, our Liberties, and Religion, feared on the 
Throne. a bn arg 
AND how peaceably, beyond all Expectation, was this 
brought about? When all things ſeem d prepar'd to bring 
the 8 us, and at leaſt involve us in all the 
Calamities of War, and bring Miſery, Waſte and Blood 
into our own Bowels! When our Popiſh Enemies abroad 
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- "boaſted, chat we ſhould ſpeedily be reduc'd-under miſe- 


rable Servitude to one, whom they call d our rightful ; 
me 


Ning When Papiſts and profeſs d Facobites here at 
were ſo foiriced, that . — not any longer reſtain 
themſelves, nor conceal their ſanguine s! When 
every one truly concern d for his Country and Religion, 
hung his Head and ſhook for Ferr and Deſpair ! When 
the +} Advocates for the late Managers confeſs there was 
a Deſign among them in Favour of the Pretender, though 
they endeavour to excuſe their own Patrons, and throw 
the blame upon others! When the Pretender himſelf hath 
the Front, in a public Declaration, to tell the World, that 
our late 4 Queen (whom he ſtiles his Siſter) had 
favourable Inclinations for him for ſome time before her 
Death, and owns that he was about the time of her 
Death upon the Road to Invade ! When many here, and 
in a Neighbouring Kingdom were treaſonably inliſted 
in his Service! When all things, I ſay, look d ſo black 
and diſmal upon us, what a Mercy is it to have our 
Fears given to the Wind, our Dangers blown away, 
our Enemies defeated, and 4 Proteſtant King brought 
over in ſafety from a foreign Country, and peaceably 
ſettled on the Throne; and not only Britain, but the 
Proteſtant Intereſt and all Europe ſnatch' d from impen- 
ding Ruin? A King capable and inclin'd to make us 
once more Conſiderable throughout Europe, to ſupport 
the 2 Proteſtant Intereſt, and aſſert the glorious Caufe 
of Liberty! | 190 
AN D what ſtill heighrens the Mercy is, that he hath 
a numerous Iſſue, train d up in the ſame Maxims, inheri- 
ting (as far as hitherto appears) his noble Qualities, and 
poſſeiſing the ſame Humanity and generous Love ro 
Mankind with himſelf, to enlarge the Scene of Britains 
Happineſs beyond the preſent Age to diſtant Poſterity, 
— afford a Proſpect that our preſent Bleſſings fhall long 
ſurvive our ſelves, and deſcend upon the Generations 
chat are far, far yet behind us. 
NOW is not this abundant Matter of Thankſgiving 
to GOD? Do we not owe him the urmoſt Praiſes up- 
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on this Account ꝰ * Thi it his Doinf and ſhould de mar- 
. velous in our Eye. Let the Voice of rejeycing be in aur Ta- 
 bernacles. This is the Day the LON hath made, let-us 
rejoyce and be glad therein: Let us give Thanks unto G O, 


for he is good, for his Mercy endureth for ever. t The LORD 


hath been mindful: of us, and may we not hope that he wil 
continue to bleſs us, and to increaſe us: more and more, both 
us and our Children? ** He hath brought us up out of the 
mim Clay, and ſet our Feet upon 4 Rock. +f He: hath been 
cur Refuge and Strength, a preſent Help in the time ef Trou- 


ble. A Let bim be exalted above the Heavens, let his Glo- 
ry be above the Earth, Surely upon ſuch an Occaſion, 
* praiſe is comely. It becomes us to rejoice in GOD: 
Not with a frothy and a ſenſual, but with a grave, and 
awful, and Religious Mirth; ſuch as will prevail with 
us by the Force of grateful Love, to devote our ſelves 
to his 13 1 — of 2 * gin — Fry 
Management of your Joy, that it. may y ify' 

28 and be wiſe and ſerious, ſhall cloſe chis 
Diſcourſe. Wiokic! ain 200207 
1. WE ſhould mingle true Humiliation and Repentance 


with aur Foy. Ar The Riches of 60 D's Goodneſs and 
Lang: ſuffering and Forbearance ſhould lead to Repentance. 


Norhing will more melt an ingenuous Mind, than to 
have freſh and diſtinguiſhing Favours heap d on, after 
great and multiplied Injuries and Offences : As therefore 
we have had many fignal Appearances of divine Power 
for us, and Goodneſs to us, upon former Occaſions, and 
have afreſh ſeen hs Salvation; let us ſhew our ſelves 
of an ingenuous Temper, and from a deep Senſe of di- 
vine Goodneſs, bewail before him our Sin and Provo- 
cations. What Matter of Sorrow and Shame will every 
where offer to our Thoughts, if we take an heedful Sur- 
vey of Things among us? Look abroad into the Land 
What enormous Crimes are every where committed ? 
how licentious are Men in their Talk and in their Be- 


haviour > What Leudneſi and Immorality ? what Injuſtice . 
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22 | 5 wiſhe Treachery and Fraud? what Blaſ- © 
-Phemy and Hmpiety 


* 


ry where abound > What an Op- 
poſition to all Sobriery and good Manners ? What a Ran- 
.cour againſt all ſpiritual and true Religion, every where 
Mo rhemſelves, ' though ied with a flaming - 
Teal for ſomewhar that bears that awful Name, and 

ts on the ourward Form and Appearance of Piery © 


A loud Noiſe is made for the Church, with the ſame 


Views, and from the ſame Principles, as the Fews here- 
tofore clamour d for the Temple, when they were con- 
triving to murther and deſtroy the LORD of it. And 
can we think of the wonderful Mercy of GOD to 
ſuch a ſinful People, without being ſtung with a Senfe 
of our prodigious Guilt ? NE 7 78 2K 
LOOK into Families; the Families of thoſe who 
make the moſt forward Profeſſions: How many among 
them are really prophane > Where G OD is never wor- 
ſhipped, Children und Servants never inſtructed in the 
Things of GOD, nor reſtrain'd in any of their vain or 
vitious Inclinations ; Family-Diſcipline is entirely neg- 
lected, and the Houſe, like the * Stuggard's Field, is all 
5 with Briars and Thorns. And is G OD ſtill 
of us, notwithſtanding our vile Neglect of him 
and our Duty ? Is he ſo careful of our Preſervation and 
Proſperity > And ſhould not the Thought melt us; bring 
us to our Knees in penitent Confeſſions, and put us up- 
on the Reformation of what hath been amiſs? 
AGAIN, if we look into our Hearts or look over 
our Lives, How many Things amiſs will the beſt of us 
find, what a multitude of *vair 7 ts are lodging within 
1 What a Neſt of Aﬀections ſhall we find in 
our Hearts? And how groſs will the Defects and Fai- 
lures -of our Lives a ? And yer, oh wonderful ! 
GOD f waiteth to be gracious, and ſhews himſelf Long- 
ſuffering and Abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, + Being 


full of Compaſſion, he bath not deſtroy d us; be hath turned bx 


Anger away, and hath not ſtirved up all bis Wrath. ++ We 
have finned with cur Fathers, we have committed Iniquity, 
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* prov. Xxiv. 30, 31. * Jer. iv. 14. f Ifai. XII. 28. 
+ Pfal. IX xviii. 38. + Pal. cvi. 6, 7, 8, 10. 


we 


we have affed wickedly ; we have forgottYlh the midleitude of 
Bis Mierc ies, and provek'd him td Anger, yet hath he ſaved 
us for his Name's fake; he hath ſaved"wfrom the Hand 
him that hated u, and redeeni'd us from the Hand of # 
Enemy. Oh let this Thought Rutrible us atx the Feet of 
60 b. Let us confeſs our own Unworthineſd, let u 
adore and rhagnify his Goodneſs, and at this time give 
1 Nu of Divorce to every beloved Sin; This will in 
deed be 4 Sacrifice of Praiſe, and mate it appear, that out 
Thankſꝑivings did not proceed from feigned Lĩps. 
2. LE T not our Joy iſſue 4 Neglet# of G © D, not 
our Tranſporr on the Oxcaſton -influence us, n 
King in the Place ef God, and fix our Truſt on bum. 

is to be honourd for the Office he bears, and mn 
more to be honoured for all the noble Qualities of wh 
he is poſſeſs d, and GOD is to be prais d and ador d 
for ſerting ſuch a King ſo peaceably on che Throne: 
Nor is it unreaſonable to hope, that he may be raĩs d o 
GOD' ro this Dignity, to do great Things for Brita 
for his Churches abroad, and for all Europe. But we muſt 
be careful not to ſettle that Truſt on him, that ſhould be 
wholly fixed on GOD. * He wilt not give his Glory, 
nor ſuffer it to be given to another, And hath denoun- 
ced a Curſe againſt f him, who putterh his Truſt in M 

or maketh Fleſh his Arm. By making Idols of the 
Princes, we provoke G OD to take them away, or by 
ſome other Methods blaſt our Hopes from them. © 
+ AND in truth, they are Men of lite Paſſions and 
Weaknefles with our ſelves, though plac'd in Stations fo 
much above us. They are fallible, and like the reſt of 
Mankind, are liable to change: And be their Purpoſes 
for their People's Good never ſo ſtable, their Virtue ne- 
ver ſo reſolv'd, their Meaſures for the Welfare of their 
Subjects never ſo wiſe, nor ſo well purſu'd, yet are 
they themſelves mortal. + Their Breath u in their Noſtrils, 
which is a Reaſon given by the Royal Pſalmiſt, why 
we ſhould not put our Truſt in Kings; though we m 


value and honour good Kings, yet muſt the G O D of Ja- 


cob be our Help, and our Hope muſt be in the LORD 
GOD. 
„ Ila. zlyiii. 1. f Jer. xvii. 3. + Plal. cxlvi. 3. 4: 
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oyn Prayers for our King with our 
Thankſgivings ro G OD. "Tis the * Apoſt] e's Charge, 


that Supplications, Interceſſions and Praiſes ſhould be male 


far. Kings: And how much need have they to pray for 
"themſelves, when their Charge is ſo vaſt; and the Ac- 
count to which they ſhall hereafrer be call'd will be ſo 
ſtrict ? How requiſite is it that all among their Subjects, 
who have any Intereſt in GOD ſhould help them by 
their Prayers 2, So important is their Truſt, ſo numerous 
are their Difficulties, ſo ſhort and uncertain is the Fore- 
ſight of the moſt penetrating Mind, that Princes of the 
greareſt Virtues and Capacities ſtand much in need. of 
the ſuperior Protection, Aſſiſtance and Conduct of the great 
z O B. Let us ſhew our Gratitude ro him, and our 
Value for our Sovereign, by recommending him with 
earneſt Prayers to the Mercies of GOD. Let us pray 
that his Perſon may be ſafe, that his Throne may be eſta- 
dliſp d in Righteouſneſs, that his Tears may be many, and 
his Family increaſe in Number, and in Favour with GOD 
and Man ; That his Counſels may be Wiſe, his Miniſters 
Capable and Faithful, his Officers Civil and Military may 
be Truſty ; That his People may be univerſally Eaſy and 
Happy under his Government, his Enemies may be cloathed 
with Shame, whilſt the Crown flouriſheth on his Head, and 
that abundance of Peace may be in his Days. And as there 
ſeems bur one Thing wanting, in an ordinary way, to, 
make us a . Fooes, let it be the hearty Endeavour 
of all of us, as far as it is in our Power; and let us pour 
our earneſt Prayers ro GOD, that he would fo influ- 
ence Men's Hearts, that a Parliament may in this Juncture 
be choſen, that will concur with our King, in every 
thing truly needful to our preſent Peace and Proſperity, 
and our future Security and Happineſs. Amen and Amen. 
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6 OM E Britons rejoice,. ' indul e holy Mirth, 
with raviſhed Hearts fing Praiſe to the the LOR Pp: 
Proclaim it alond that he reigns thro the Earth: 
His Favours with Voices Eciumphane 


F< % ad 


on praiſe him who ſtill our Guardian appears, - 


and 1 off the Clouds chat cover our Ses: a 
Who baffles our Foes, and diſperſes aur F a 
and bids us wipe off all the ears from our en 


New Bleflin a on us he now hath beſtow d, 
when hardly the Dawn of Hope did remain; 
And brought us « Proteſtan: Kiug from 
0 er Britain his Favòurite Hand to reign. 


A Prince of Renown:for Arts and for Arms, AS 
with Wiſdom mature to manage the State; f 

Whoſe Juſtice will awe, whilſt his Clemency charms ; 
his Courage quel Foes which his Virtues create. 


A Prince who hath left old Subjects in Tears, 
diſtreſt that their Sun his Beams hath — 
Whilſt Britain revives as her Patron a I Tone 


and offers in tranſport her widaw . 
The Foes to his Right, to s Repoſe, "et nts "ip 2 
againſt him i in vain 1 d combine. | : 8 r 
What Skill can defeat, or what Power oppoſe, 5 


when Providence favours the happy Deſign 10 | 4 
K | J 


* * 12 
* 24 9 
* * N 4 
8 3 


* 


 - Te HTM N. 

In Peace he's arriv'd, in Triumph he's Crown'd, 
with Fuſtice and Truth the Sceprer he ſways. 

Oh! ſpread the glad Tydings, ye Britons around: 
Invite all your Neighbours to joyn in the Praiſe. 


The Praiſe you ſhould give to Heaven's high King, 
who often hath ſav'd our periſung Statę: l 

Tis fir We his Praiſes ſnould joyfully ſing, 3 
and eV ry ſuch Favour with tranſport relate. 


N ſecur d, our Conſciences free; 
of Violence now no more we're afraid: 
Bus hope chat our holy Religion will be 

to diſtant Poſteriry ſafely convey d. 


Let no ſullen Gloom one Face overſpread, 
ro flatren the Mirth of this happy Day; 
When GOD in ſuch Plenty his Blefſings hath ſhed, 
and driven our Fears and our Dangers away. 


After ER MON. 


N lofry Strains, ye grateful Britons fing: 
Sound forth the Praiſe of Heaven's eternal King. 
On us, propitious, he vouchſafes to ſmile, 
and with continual Bleſſings crowns our Iſle. 


From hence he early chas d the Pagan Night, 
with healing Beams of Evangelic Light. 
And when the Miſts of Error hid our Day, 

he clove the Clouds, and chid thoſe Miſts away. 


When Siſter Churches waſte and ruin d lie, | 
from Wolves and Tygers hunted Brethren fly : 
We ſtand ſecur' d by his Almighty Power; 
no Pgers ravage here, nor Wolves devour. | 


Here 
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Here he his pure 1 fill maintains, * 

ſill keeps us free from Miſery and Chains: - 
Here cruel Parents give not Stones for Bread, + | 
nor Drants on their proſtrate Subjects __ — 


He ſcatters Dangers, he from Harm defends, = -* 
- he- blaſts our Foes, and he procures us Friends. 

Hei in the neeedful time, when Ills invade, 
breaks through the Skies, and haſtens ro our Aid: 


bun dens Hell and Rome their Bands unite, 
with baffled Craft, and with ſucceſleſs Spire. 
Their Arts in vain, in vain their Arms have wy, 
in vain invade us, and in vain divide. . 0 \ 


Whilſt GO D our Great Protector watchful ſtands, 
illudes their Plots and binds their bloody Hands: 
Brings their conceal'd Deſigns ro open Day, _ 

or blows at alta their Waſted Schemes ay. 


4 
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We long have his Almighty Friendſhip 
oft ſavd by him when none could Gel 
And now he ſtretches his propitious Hand, 
and gently floats ons our Jinking Land. 


On gaſping Britain he a Prince beſtows, | | 
Friend tb our. Rights, Religion and our Laws. 

(His Rival foreign Pow rs in vain ſupport, 

in vain unthinking Britons Ruin court.) 


Long may he live and i reign, of Heav'n approv'd, 
dreadful ro Foes, by every Subject lov = 

Whilſt we with Tian rt brighten in his Rays, 
pray for our King, =o ro his King give Praiſe, 
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